1780]               To Sir Horace Mann                 19T

Lordship should join the number. Nor yet is he so lunatic
as to deserve pity. Besides being very debauched, he has
more knavery than mission. What will be decided on him,
I do not know; every man that heard him can convict him
of the Worst kind of sedition: but it is dangerous to create
a rascal a martyr. I trust we have not much holy fury left ;
I am persuaded that there was far more dissoluteness than
enthusiasm in the mob: yet the episode is very disagreeable.
I came from town yesterday to avoid the Birthday. We
have a report here that the Papists last night burnt a
Presbyterian meeting-house, but I credit nothing now on
the first report. It was said to be intended on Saturday,
and the Guards patrolled the streets at night; but it is very
likely that Saint George Gordon spread the insinuation
himself.

My letter cannot set out before to-morrow; therefore
I will postpone the conclusion. In the meantime I must
scold you very seriously for the cameo you have sent me by
Mr. Morrice. This house is full of your presents and of my
blushes. I love any one of them as an earnest of your
friendship; but I hate so many. You force upon me an air
most contrary to my disposition. I cannot thank you for
your kindness; I entreated you to send me nothing more.
You leave me no alternative but to seem interested or
ungrateful. I can only check your generosity by being
brutal. If I had a grain of power, I would affront you and
call your presents bribes. I never gave you anything but
a coffee-pot If I could buy a diamond as big as the
Caligula, and a less would not be so valuable, I would send
it you. In one word, I will not accept the cameo, unless
you give me a promise under your hand that it shall be the
last present you send me. I cannot stir about this|house
without your gifts staring me in the face. Do you think
I have no conscience ? I am sorry Mr. Morrice is no better,    6 The Marquis de Cordon.
